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A collaboration between the Danish photo 
journal Filter, Norwegian Objektiv and Finnish 
Photo Raw Magazine, the joint special issue 
nordic now!, which is to be published in July 2013, 
will showcase the best and most intriguing contem-
porary photography from the Nordic countries. 

Based on a seminar that took place during Copen-
hagen Photo Festival 2012, the publication brings 
together photographers, critics, and researchers from 
Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, and Denmark 
to present their views and thoughts on contempo-
rary Nordic photography. It is centered around fi ve 
tendencies picked out by the editors as governing 
Nordic photography at present: private and fantas-
tic photography, hybrids between photography and 
other media, the return to analogue techniques, and 
the immense changes that the genre of documentary 
is undergoing, reaching out to or mixing with other 
genres and other media, questioning and pushing the 
borders of what may be defi ned as documentary.

The special issue will include texts by Anna  Tellgren 
from Moderna Museet in Stockholm and Mette 
Sandbye, senior lecturer at the Department of Arts & 
Cultural Studies, University of Copenhagen, to name 
a few, and interviews with people from various insti-
tutions of photography, like Timothy Persons, Gallery 
TAIK’s curator and founder of what has become 
known as the Helsinki School, Nils Vik from the Nor-
wegian newspaper DN and Maria Karen Sigurdar-
dottir from The Reykjavík Museum of Photography. 

Furthermore, the issue will present work from both 
renowned and emerging Nordic photographers, such 
as JH Engström, Astrid Kruse Jensen, Marie Sjøvold, 
Nelli Palomäki, Ditte Haarløv Johnsen, Petúr Thom-
sen, and Eline Mugaas.

Media Kit

 Objektiv / Norway, Filter / Denmark, Photo Raw Magazine / Finland
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fascination with fantasy. The Twilight series and 
Lady Gaga, actively re-inventing herself as a fantasy 
figure for her fans, also form part of the media land-
scape referenced by contemporary photographers.
In this article, I will be looking at why the camera, 
generally considered the bedfellow of reality, makes 
for such a fascinating tool for the purpose of giving 
expression to fairytales, elusive memories, dreams 
and nightmares. I will also be examining what sort of 
hopes and desires in our society are given expression 
in this genre and, thus, whether the imagery has the 
potential to possess a political dimension. Is fantasy 
in fine art photography a form of entertainment and 
escapism or the antithesis to the model of the strong, 
grown up Nordic woman?

The fantasy images in contemporary photography are 
strongly narrative-based, with entire stories con-
densed into a single image. If street, snapshot and key 
moment photography framed a moment of the sheer 
force that is life inside its boundaries, in these fantas-
tical shots, the image stays neatly inside the frame. 
The photograph is entirely self-sufficient, containing 
all essential elements within itself, nothing existing 
outside its edges. The very fact of a fictional narrative 
unfolding in a single image throws a powerful punch 
against the repetitiveness of the everyday grind. “I 
believe in a single image. It breaths strong,” Susanna 
Majuri writes.
The act of constructing and setting up photographs is 
a kind of genre, readily identifiable in the fine art pho-
tography and visual culture of our time. The imagi-
nary worlds of dreams and nightmares are created for 
the camera and the camera alone and are meant to be 
viewed as photographs.  The camera creates the work 

whilst recording what appears before the lens. An im-
age created in this way embodies the twin character-
istics of the camera as an everyday recorder of events 
and as a tool of creative and artistic self-expression. 
The photographs of Helena Blomqvist, which docu-
ment the astonishingly labour-intensive miniature 
worlds created in her studio, are an example of this. 
Recently, Blomqvist’s highly memorable imaginary 
worlds have featured children and small animals. 
Blomqvist has explained that she draws her inspira-
tion from fairytales and stories, dreams and night-
mares, newspaper and magazine clippings and old 
photographs. In her First Women in the Moon series, 
Blomqvist turns gender stereotypes on their head by 
depicting a couple, consisting of two women, perform-
ing the macho roles of the archetypal lone hero. This 
allows her to create a series of imaginary what-ifs, a 
game that can be brought to bear on some of the most 
fundamental questions; what would the world be like 
if the three wise men had been women and if Mary 
had given birth, not to baby Jesus, but to twin girls?
A photograph is a story over which the artist exerts 
her control almost through to the very final detail. 
First, in front of the camera and later, on the compu-
ter screen.
In photographs constructed in this way, each detail 
has its own significance, each character can be read 
as a signifier. Every gesture, expression and sight line 
has been carefully thought out, each tree branch, each 
swirl of water, even the colour of clothing matters. 
As Lovisa Ringborg says: “I work with my models, 
change them until they become something else, be-
come my own… I want them to evolve into symbols or 
signs rather than individuals”. Objects, for their part, 
are highly symbolically charged. Anni Leppälä says 
of her own motives: “How to stop a feeling, a memory? 

By binding it to visible objects, façades of material 
things, attaching it to a room´s walls, the surface of 
photographs”. The photographs featuring objects 
evoke past recollections and emotions. The objects 
of our childhood are often thought to represent the 
most direct form of interplay with the material world. 
As children, we had time to touch objects, perceive 
them with all our senses. Later in life, we can access 
and process these memories through, for example, 
photographs.

In constructed image photography, childhood is 
often represented as a confusing world where adult 
standards of behaviour cease to apply and children 
are left to create their own strange, and often cruel, 
set of rules. The world of childhood has become a 
memory that pursues us throughout our lives and the 
act of processing it offers a chance to flee the now into 
an imagined state of childhood. In Lovisa Ringborg’s 
Alice (2003) and Wonderland (2003–2006), childhood 
is depicted in a dark palette. Ringborg herself has 
aptly said that the images in Wonderland address 
“the stigma and wonder of childhood”. As the title 
already makes clear, Ringborg’s images, rather than 
an attempt at a presence in the world of the child, 
strive to reflect its unattainable, fascinating and even 
unsettling fantasy as viewed through the eyes of the 
adult. As Ringborg says: “The child facing the physical 
reality and fears by creating a private, magical sphere 
with the own rules, where the borders between adult, 
child, dream and reality are dissolved.” 
Johan Willner’s series Boy Stories (2006–2012) draws 
on his own childhood memories. “My work began 
with a single image, a memory”. Willner has taken 
isolated fragments of memory and turned them into 
film-still-like photographs drawing on the tradition 
of documentary photography. For Willner, the act 
of remembering does not equate to a memory that 
corresponds to any past reality. Instead, he turns his 
memories into photographs under the influence of the 
present moment. The construction of photographs is 
not the creation of an objective chain of evidence but 
rather the photographer uses the images to interpret 
and re-create their past.

Stories distilled into a single photograph are some-
times known as tableau photographs. The history of 
this term is closely linked to the interwoven relation-
ship between narrativism, fantasy and photography. 
In the 19th century, the bourgeoisie in the west 
would entertain themselves by donning fancy dress 
costumes and arranging themselves in poses drawn 
from famous paintings and sculptures or by depicting 
scenes from well-known stories. This practice came to 
be known as tableaux vivants or living pictures. To-
day, we might find the idea of such a grouping rather 
amusing, as the tableaux did not come to life in any 
sense of the word, the performers remaining entirely 
still throughout. The practice was both a form of psy-
chological role play and the process of constructing 

and viewing an image. The practice of photograph-
ing the tableaux began soon after the invention of 
the camera.  A number of tableaux vivants-style 
photographs and so-called fancy portraits from the 
1850s survive, created by the British Julia Margaret 
Cameron, Oscar Gustave Rejlander and Lewis Carroll 
(aka Charles Lutwidge Dodgson), better known as the 
author of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. 
As the tableaux vivants tradition already demon-
strates, the photograph has from its inception been 
associated with a paradox, serving a dual role as the 
creator of order and as the medium of surrealism. The 
camera obscura captured a three dimensional world 
and rendered it into two dimensions in accordance 
with the laws of perspective and verified with math-
ematical formulae. The linear perspective subjected 
space to the powers of science and reason. Photo-
graphs became a producer of norms, depicting both 
exemplary bourgeois virtues and cautionary tales of 
life outside the norm, including criminals, the sick 
and the socially excluded. And yet the transforma-
tion from a three dimensional world to a two dimen-
sional image turned out to have a magical effect: the 
lens of the modern camera, an aperture between the 
inner and outer, like a conjurer, turning the world 
and reality upside down, right becoming left and left 
becoming right, up down and down up. Seen through 
a field camera viewfinder, the world went topsy turvy, 
the ground replaced the sky, people walked upside 
down and, with a focusing lens, the small could be 
made large and the faraway brought close up. Science 
and magic continued to meet in the darkroom where, 
thanks to a selection of chemicals, an image would 
appear as if out of nowhere, the black on the negative 
turning white and the white black, the positive nega-
tive and vice versa. 

nordic now! 

… is an outstanding 256 page pack of contemporary 
Nordic photography, edited by Nina Strand, 
Camilla Kragelund, and Hannamari Shakya, 
editors–in-chief of Objektiv (www.objektiv.no), 
Filter (www.fi lterforfotografi .dk), and Photo Raw 
Magazine (www.photoraw.org). While Objektiv focuses 
on lense-based art and Photo Raw Magazine centers 
on documentary photography and photojournalism, 
Filter studies photography from a cultural studies 
angle and includes both historic and contemporary 
photography. This versatility between the editors will 
make the publication exciting and diverse. 

The publication is targeted at photographers, re-
searchers, artists, art historians, curators, gallery 
owners, and anyone else fascinated by photography. 
It is to be launched in July at the Rencontres d’Arles 
2013 and sold both in the Nordic countries and widely 
abroad through international distribution. 

See more on our webpage: 
www.nordicnow.net
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Everyday 
Fantasy

The no man’s land between fact and fi ction is the 
ground where many contemporary Nordic photog-
raphers have in recent years positioned themselves. 
Many of these artists are women, including names 
such as Helena Blomqvist, Anni Leppälä, Susanna 
Majuri, Lovisa Ringborg, Noora Isoeskeli, Lina 
Jelanski, Pernille Koldbech Fich, Astrid Kruse 
Jensen, Hyun-Jin Kwak, Tonje Bøe Birkeland, Nelli 
Palomäki and Marie Sjøvold. They are all young fi ne 
art photographers hailing from the Nordic countries 
and have been variously described with the following: 
fantasy-oriented, dreamlike, surrealism, new roman-
ticism, girl art and, even, escapism. Although these 
are individual artists, each with their own distinctive 
voice, rather than a cohesive or homogenous group, 
their visual imagery is imbued with dream-like and 
illogical, often seemingly sinister visions; timeless 
girl characters lost in thought; symbolically charged 
objects and romantic scenery. In a word: fantasy.
It is little wonder that fantasy, an elusive and dif-
fi cult to defi ne genre, surfaces sporadically in art. 
Originally derived from psychoanalysis, the concept’s 
popular interpretation holds a rich promise, allowing 
the viewer momentarily to detach from reality and 
to gain a deeper connection to themselves, without 
even realising it. At its best, fantasy allows access to 
the viewer’s own unrecognised wishes and desires. 
When discussing fantasy, however, it is important 
to distinguish between private fantasies and the 
collective fantasy represented across the arts and 
media. Manga, goth culture and J. K. Rowling’s Harry 
Potter, the boy wizard who has accompanied an entire 
generation of fantasy-lovers into adulthood, are all 
examples of a collective and global early 21st century 

It is a 
Little Wonder
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Bare: It has been said that you brought the camera 
from the pedestrian level to the car, as a response to 
Americana and the car culture of the American West. 
Was this decision something you thought about in the 
beginning of your career, or did it happen as part of 
life in Los Angeles?
Ruscha: Taking photosnaps on the highways was my 
way of collecting information and bringing the news, 
if you could call it that, to the sparkly city of L.A. 

Bare: Since the start of your career in 1962 you have 
been working with what seems like an opposing force to 
both medium and format. Fifty years later, both issues 
remain in the discourse of contemporary art. One could 
say that your interest and background within graphic 
design could be framed as commercial in an art context, 
yet you used it as a strength throughout your career. Do 
you have any thoughts on this now, looking back? 
Ruscha: At first it was my problem of fitting letters 
onto a metal hamburger sign. From there it was 
fitting letters onto a page in a book – then it became 
fitting letters in to the dimensions of a canvas. It all 
seems to be a problem of fitting things in to anything. 

Bare: At the same time, the idea of the photograph as a 
tool, rather than a medium was also an opposing force. 
For example, the book titled Thirtyfour Parking Lots 
in Los Angeles was published the same year as the 
legendary exhibition titled New Documents curated 
by John Szarkowski at MoMA (1967), an exhibition 
famous for introducing photography as an acknowl-
edged art form in a modern art museum context. In 
your early books, the medium (photography) seems 
to be the interest, not the potential art form as such. 
Where did this fascination for the medium originate, 
and do you have this fascination still?
Ruscha: At first it was fun to see what could be done and 
to throw up the feathers and let them fall wherever they 
do. That type of action could work today and maybe does. 

Bare: Your first book, Twentysix Gasoline Stations, 
was quite a remarkable statement regarding idea, 
format and medium. I read a statement by you in the 
book Ed Ruscha: and Photography (Whitney, 2004) 
that said you would like to be the Henry Ford of book 
making. At that time, photographers were strug-
gling for acceptance in the art world. One of the main 
outputs for fine-art photographers was the precious 
photo book. In Twentysix Gasoline Stations you went 
the opposite way, making an affordable book that was 
printed cheaply and made for a wide distribution. 
What sparked this idea?
Ruscha: It was coming from an innocent kid who 
thought he found water where there was none. 

Bare: In June 2011, founder of Self Publish Be Happy, 
Bruno Ceschel, mentioned in a panel discussion held 
at Printed Matter in NYC that Twentysix Gasoline 
Stations marked the beginning of the self-published 
photo book. The fact that you decided on the concept 
before the images were conceived and printing it 
on a high-speed offset press, kept a low selling price 
amongst other things. Now, fifty years later, these ideas 
are still provocative and new, and we have recently 

seen a big wave of self-published books as a response 
to the established publishers and probably the internet 
as well. What is your comment to the recent wave of 
self-published books in connection to the period in 
which you started publishing?
Ruscha: It has been long established that a publisher 
or editor stands between an Artist and a printed book. 
Why is there a need for this type of person? Why can’t 
an Artist create his own printed book? Also, how can 
you “edit” James Joyce or anything else? 

Bare: You have said that making photo books without 
being a photographer was "media fucking" and that 
this inspired you. (Ed Ruscha: and Photographs, Whit-
ney 2004.) Still, your photographic projects stand out to 
me as pure photography without filters and in pursuit 
of a personal style. Was this one of the reasons your 
work was seen as conceptual rather than photographic?
Ruscha: At times, I have felt that the photos of gas 
stations were only an excuse to make a book and that 
a book in itself was king and all important in my art 
making. 

Bare: How do you see the future of the medium, at 
what stage is photography today? Do you think it has 
evolved at all since the start of your career in the early 
sixties, besides its technical aspects? 
Ruscha: There are as many kind of photographers as 
there are painters these days and plenty of really good 
ones. Photography, or the act of capturing images with 
some kind of device can not logically end, as I see it, 
and surprising things will happen, wait and see. 

Bare: Thirtyfour Parking Lots in Los Angeles (1967) 
was shot by a professional photographer from a heli-
copter, commissioned by you. In 2006 a German artist 
named Hermann Zschiegner published Thirtyfour 
Parking Lots on Google Earth simply by appropri-
ating images of the same parking lots from Google 
Earth. Even the book cover is a low-resolution version 
of the cover of your book. Why do you think your early 
projects translate so well into new generations, and is 
it alright to be so directly appropriated?
Ruscha: I see the computer capture of my books as a 
logical exercise. My first reaction was one of amuse-
ment that someone would find the material worthy of a 
second look. 

Bare: You have two exhibitions coming up focusing on 
your photography, at LACMA in Los Angeles and at 
Peder Lund in Oslo. Can you tell us about the works 
chosen for Peder Lund?
Ruscha: A large jump in time between two photo 
documents taken from the same position has always 
had my attention. There was a book from the 1960s 
called The Changing Mile by Hastings and Turner, 
that I base much of my thinking on. At Peder Lund I 
will exhibit six of the same images taken in 1961 and 
again in 2011, 50 years apart. 

Bare: What sort of car did you drive when making 26 
Gasoline Stations and what do you drive now?
Ruscha: Then: A 1950 Ford 4 – door Sedan. Today I drive 
a 2000 Lexus Sedan. 
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Analogue
Love

Advertising Rates (prices excl. VAT)
1/2 page: 600 €
1 page: 1000 €
1 spread: 1500 € 
Back cover: 1600 €
Back cover (inside) only 1/2 Page possible: 600 €
Front cover (inside): 1600 €

Advertising Material
1/2 page: 113 × 280 + 3mm or 230 × 138 + 3mm
1/1 page: 230 × 280 + 3mm
Spread: 460 x 280 + 3mm

Advertising Schedule
nordic now! will be published at the 
Rencontres d’Arles 2013. It will be sold throughout 
2013 and 2014 in Europe and US.

Advertising Deadline
15.4.2013

Discounts
Museum and institution discount: 50% 
(no back cover) 
Please contact us for more information on 
our special rates for cultural institutions 
(e.g. for galleries, museums, art events, 
photographers, etc).

Advertising Contact Details
Bjørg Margrethe Narjord
Editorial Secretary
bjorg@nordicnow.net
00 47 95 14 89 01

1/2
(113 × 280 + 3)

1/2
(230 × 138 + 3)

1/1
(230 × 280 + 3)
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